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Some unusual plates in collection
include personal one from Maine;
others from New Hampshire, Wash-

Cyclist, Car Collide

ington,

B.C.
which

—Jean MacGregor

D.C., Virginia, Illinois,
in 1956, 1967 and 1917,
included coat of arms.

and
latter

Fatality Brings Conviction

SHAWNIGAN" LAKE — Robert
Charles Nagel, 18, of 2943 Bridge
Street, Victoria', was convicted
on a charge of driving without
due oare and attention when he
appeared in Magistrate's Court
Wednesday.

Nagel, who had previously
pleaded not guilty to the charge,

for two years.

'

was the driver of a car which
struck and killed Robert Charles
Sworder, li of Shawnigan Lake.

The boy was riding his bicycle
at the time of the accident.
Nagel was fined $300 and his
driver's licence was suspended

‘Meanwhile, several people

escaped injury Wednesday after-
noon when four cars were in-
volved in a rear-end collision on
the Trans-Canada Highway at
the Chemainus River bridge.

Police said traffic was being
conducted through a single lane
on the bridge while highways de-
partment crews were painting
the structure.

Sets Span World, Even Antarctic

Plates Fascinated Child
Who Kept on Collecting

Bv 4FAN MarGRKGOR

LAKE COWICHAN — I~n Garrison, of
Lake Cowichan, has been collecting licence
plates since he was four years old. He now
has a collection of more than 12,000.

“It was my interest in numbers and
colors which started me collecting my
father's licence plates when | was four.”

Mr. Garrison is presently employed at
the Toronto Dominion Bank jn Lake Cowi-
chan.

In 1952 and again in 1963. he entered his
collection in Vancouver's Pacific National
Exhibition.

“l won first prize for my collection in
1963,” he said, “and | also won a bronze
medal.

By 1955, the young man had 1.500 licence
plates mostly from North America and two
or three from Great Britain.

In 1962 he joined the Auto Licence Plate
Collection Association, a worldwide organiza-
tion with headquarters in Ohio. The associ-
ation has about 600 members.

Mr. Garrison's present collection of 12.000
includes plates from every continent, includ-
ing Antarctica.

“Most of the plates from outside North
America are issued on a permanent or
semi-permanent basis -<they're very difficult
to obtain.”

He obtains most of them from cars which
have been junked, or from vehicles brought
into North America when the owners get
new licence plates for the state or province
in which they will live.

In his collection of Canadian licence
plates. Mr. Garrison has a complete set of
British Columbia plates from 19)0 to 3968,
as well as almost complete sets for six other
provinces back to 1920.

“Many of my United States runs are
almost complete,” he said. ""For example, |
have all the licence plates issued for the
state of Pennsylvania back to 1914.””

The plates he has collected are made out
of various materials including leather, steel,
cast aluminum, cardboard, zinc, soya-bean
board and various base metals.

Mr. Garrison explained, “during «he
Second World War, due to a shortage of
metals, several states and provinces issued
fibreboard plates or refrained from issuing
new plates.”

He said the first automobile was regis-
tered in British Columbia on July 4, 1904.
No licence plate was issued, just registration
papers.

The first actual licence plate, made of
leather, was issued at the beginning of 7910,
and the first dated plate was issued in 1913.
The latter had an enamel base, which Mr.
Garrison said is excellent, for collectors
because it will not rust, and any plates
available in this material are still in good
condition.

“Since 1913, new licence plales have been
issued every year with the exception of 919,
1921, 1922, 1951, 1953, and 1954. During these
years tags were used on the existing plates.”

For his centennial project, Mr. Garrison
took on a big job. He decided to commem-
orate the occasion by collecting licence
plates numbered from one to 100 for the
years of confederation.

He explained only a few provinces and
states issue licence plates numbered from
one to 100. Many states'and some provinces
use letters mixed with their numbers.

He said by 1971, British Columtua is
expected to go into the lettering system,
because there will be more than 1,000,000
cars registered in the province by then.

Elaborating on his centennial project. Mr.
Garrison said he received no refusals from
owners to give up their old licence plates for
the project. They seemed most interested in
donating a plate for the set, he said.

He noted 75 out of the 100 plates came
from the Victoria area. 17 were from the
Vancouver area, and the remaining eight
came from other areas of British Columbia.

When Mr. Garrison started collecting
licence plates in earnest, he was the only
collector in B.C. Today there are three col-
lectors on Vancouver Island.
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“My goal with my present collection is to
obtain passenger car plates from every staite
and province for every year from the lirst
date of issue,” he stated.

Mr. Garrison continued, “Another aim I
have is to obtain one licence plate from
every country in the world.”

He added. “lI am anxious to obtain any
,B.C. plates prior tQ ,1955. plus interesting
plates from other states or provinces.”

He explained that he uses duplicates of
British Columbia plates to swap with other
collectors throughout the world.



